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Rare language 
stays alive in 
area counties 


By Ramelie Bintz 


Gannett Wisconsin Media 


The word “Walloon” con- 
jures visions of some kind 
of endangered species. 
And in a way, that’s what it 
is. 

Walloons are a rare 
breed of immigrants 
whose language is dying as 
the older generation pass- 
es away. 

Walloons chose to make 
southern Door, Kewaunee 
and Brown counties their 
home when they arrived 
from Belgium 150 years 
ago. The settlers clung to 
their language and her- 
itage while carving out a 
new home in America. 

Many of the towns, such 
as Rosiere, Namur and 
Lincoln, have twin names 
in Belgium. But while 
those who settled here 
held fast to their culture, 
the Walloons of Europe 
lost much of their dialect. 
French has overtaken 
most of the Wallonia area 
in Belgium, 

Most who speak French 
do not know Walloon, but 
there are similarities. Au- 
guste Hayot, a Namur, Bel- 
gium, native who immi- 
grated to Sturgeon Bay in 
1975, describes Walloon as 
a “coarser language” than 
French with his thick Bel- 
gian accent. 

Hayot and his wife, 
Emma, who is from 
Namur, Wis., are one cou- 
ple whose Walloon roots 
straddle the Atlantic, and 
they are featured in a new 
book and DVD commis- 
sioned by the tourism of- 
fice of Belgium. 

The Hayots and other 
families who speak Wal- 
loon (mostly to one anoth- 
er) represent a lively sub- 


IF YOU GO 

A news conference on the 
Walloons in Wisconsin book 
and DVD release will be held 
at 1 p.m. today at Heritage 
Hill State Historical Park, 2640 
S. Webster Ave., Allouez. 


BELGIUM 
DELEGATES 

» What: A delegation of 
eight people from Belgium — 
including Frederic Laloux, 
chairman of the tourist office 
in Belgium, Francoise Lem- 
pereur journalist-producer 
with Belgium public radio and 
television, and Xavier Istasse, 
documentary director/photo- 
journalist — will present “The 
Walloons in Wisconsin” hard- 
cover book and DVD to the 
Wisconsin Walloon communi- 
ty and public. 

» When: 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday 

» Where: Northbrook Coun- 
try Club, lower level, 407 
North Brook Road, Luxem- 
burg 

» Cost: Book with video is 
$35 for Belgian-American 
Club and Namur Belgian Her- 
itage Foundation members; 
$40 for nonmembers 


culture of Door and Ke- 
waunee counties. Those 
who now live in Belgium 
look to the conclave of Bel- 
gian immigrants who re- 
tained the culture in 
America, to trace their 
own heritage. 

Several authors have 
come to Door and Ke- 
waunee counties to docu- _ 
ment the Walloon stories, 
culture and language be- 
fore those who speak it are 
gone. 

— Ramelle Bintz writes for the Door 
County Advocate. 


